
Dr. Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat, Superintendent 

Dear Peoria Public Schools Families: 

We are just more than a month away from the start of 
school, and I couldn’t be more excited to begin the 
2016-2017 school year! I hope you are equally as 
excited for August 17th, our first day of school! 

In this packet, you will find many helpful tools and a lot 
of information to help you prepare for the upcoming 
school year.  With your help and involvement, we will 
continue to grow our students and our district. This year, 
our focus will be on results. I am excited about our new 
score card to measure the progress of our District’s 
strategic plan. Parents and the community will be able 
to access the scorecard on our website, 
www.peoriapublicschools.org starting in August. As you 
know, our strategic plan focuses on five pillars: 

1. High Standards, Rigorous College and Career

Curricula, and Engaged and Relevant

Experiences

2. Systems of Support

3. Committed and Effective Leaders, Teachers,

Staff, and Student

4. Engaging Families and Communities
5. Financial Stewardship and Operational

Excellence

We will use these pillars to carry out our mission of 

“ensuring that each student reaches his or her full 

academic and personal potential and is a well-balanced 

citizen.”  

There are many things you as the parent/guardian can 

do to help our teachers and district staff achieve the 

results that we all want to see in our district, graduating 

each student prepared and inspired to contribute to the 

world.  Below are just some suggestions I often give to 

parents:     

     (continued on next page) 

From the Superintendent 
July 1, 2016 

FIRST DAY COMPLIANCE 

On January 25, 2016, the Board of Education approved 
an update to Board Policy 7:100, requiring health 
documentation compliance by the first day of school. 
Students not in compliance by the first day of school 
(August 17, 2016), will not be allowed to start the school 
year until all health documentation requirements are 
met. 

The policy update is a switch from the October 15th 
deadline the District has used for several years. This 
school year, approximately 600 students were non-
compliant on the October 15th deadline. 

Families are strongly encouraged to schedule health 
appointments now, so that documentation can be 
prepared and turned in to your school, avoiding first day 
compliance issues. In this packet, you will find the 
District's health requirements flyer, which includes 
recommended service providers and other services that 
can assist families through this process. In addition, 
families may also utilize the Peoria City/County Health 
Department and Manual Academy’s Unity Point In-
School Health Clinic during the registration hubs listed 
below. 

DISTRICT REGISTRATION HUBS PLANNED 

Peoria Public Schools will begin the enrollment process 
for students earlier to assist with making sure students 
are ready for school on the first day of classes, August 
17th. Peoria Public Schools is teaming up with the 
Peoria City/County Health Department, Unity Point 
Methodist In-School Health, Peoria Public Library, 
PTOs, and others to offer registration hubs for families 
to enroll in a one-stop-shop! Medical and dental 
services will be available at two hub locations (Manual 
and Health Dept.) Free bus service will be offered at all 
hubs to the Health Dept. and to Manual for those 
wishing to utilize the health services that will be 
available. Birth Certificate retrieval will also be available 
through the Health Department at each location ($16.00 
cost). Returning families can still enroll online, but may 
visit a hub to use a District computer to log into Family 
Access. 

Registration Hub locations include Richwoods, Peoria 
High, Manual, Lincoln K-8 and Peoria/City County 
Health Department.  

 July 26, 2016 (Tuesday) - 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

 July 28, 2016 (Thursday) - 8:00 a.m. - 8:00
p.m.

 July 30, 2016 (Saturday - 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
(Backpack Peoria event only / hubs not open)
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       (Supt. Letter cont’d) 

 Attendance – It is important that every child

attend every class, every day with the

exception of sickness and illness. To ensure

that our students have the full opportunity to

learn and stay engaged throughout the year, it

is imperative that they be in class when school

is in session. We will be communicating with

you more about the importance of attendance

as the school year begins.

 Reading – If you haven’t already been reading

with your child at least 30 minutes a day this

summer, start now! Reading is like nearly

everything else in life -- the more you do it the

better you get. When children stop reading for

extended periods of time they often take steps

backwards in their reading skill level. It is

important to encourage children to read during

summer break. Just a half-hour each day with

a book can keep students’ reading skills on

track for the next school year. See our reading

tips for parents to the left!

 Join the school’s Parent/Teacher Organization

– While several new PTOs were launched last

school year, we want every school to have an 

active, supportive and engaged PTO. Join and 

support your child’s school and have a voice 

in decisions! 

 Attend Parent University each month to

support and empower your child using the

same skills and strategies at home that he or

she is learning in the classroom!

 Log in with your child to Compass Learning

and Career Cruising. Ask him or her to show

you around and find out what he or she is

working on or help build lessons to reinforce

strategies within Compass Learning. Ask him

or her what careers interest or what jobs they

discovered within Career Cruising.

 Keep your contact information up-to-date in

Skyward so that we can stay in contact and

also let you know of opportunities and

activities that might benefit your child or

family.

Talk to your child’s teacher often, check in with your 

child nightly on homework completion and find ways to 

help make your child’s 

learning experience fun! 

Have a great school year! 

(District Registration Hubs Planned cont’d) 

 August 3, 2016 (Wednesday) - 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

 August 6, 2016 (Saturday) - 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Other important dates: 

July 30, 2016 @ DreamCenter Peoria - Backpack Peoria (9am-
2pm) 

August 16, 2016 @ 11:59 p.m., Online enrollment closes for 
returning students 

August 17, 2016 @ all schools - First day of school (full day) 

READING TIPS 

It is important to encourage children to read during summer break. 
Just a half-hour each day with a book can keep students’ reading 
skills on track for the next school year. Here are some easy 
techniques to encourage summer reading so it is enjoyable for 
everyone involved. The key is to make it fun and to set 
expectations that reading is normal and fun.  

 Set expectations. Let your children know that you expect
them to continue daily reading during the summer. There
is not a question of if they will read on a given day, but
when and how much.

 Ask them what they are reading each day and talk to
them about the book when they’re done.

 Establish Family Reading Times. Set a time during the
day or evening when everyone reads. Yes, that means
adults too, without the TV on.

 Limit video games and TV. Video games and TV have
their place in moderation, but they steal valuable time
that could be spent reading. Set limits and establish no
screen zones.

 Visit a library or a bookstore. Just going to either one of
these places is great – you are immediately surrounded
by a community of readers!

 Give books. Consider giving books as gifts. Talk about
how wonderful the gift of a book is because it gives the
person we’re giving it to an experience.

 Be a role model. Be a reader. Let your children see you
reading magazines, novels, comics, newspapers, etc. Let
them see you react to books. Inspire.

 Reading Reward System. A reward system can motivate
many children to read. Try it out to determine if it works
for your family.

 Follow their passions. If your child is interested in bugs,
the motivation is present and the path is clear – or rather
buggy. Find books, articles, and websites related to
insects and bugs.

 Read Aloud. If your child is having trouble reading, read
to them or have them read to you.

 Involve your children in practical reading exercises.
Integrate reading into everyday activities. For instance, if
you are baking or cooking, have the kids take turns
reading ingredients and
directions. Ask your children
to read outdoor advertising
boards as you run errands
or ride the bus. At the
grocery store, ask your
child to read food labels.
These types of activities don’t even register
in children’s minds as reading time.


